
 
DPCC Staff Contact: Julie Klein (224-7512)      September 15, 2011 
 

H.J.Res. 66, Senate Disaster Relief Legislation,   
LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN 

 

CENTRAL POINTS: 
 

 Leader Reid’s Disaster Supplemental provides $6.9 billion in disaster relief funding, 
including $804 million in emergency funding for Fiscal Year 2011.  
 

 We must do everything we can to get the economy moving again, create jobs and 
reduce the deficit.  But we cannot let politics in Washington bog down recovery 
efforts for the hundreds of thousands of families and businesses across America that 
have been devastated by an unprecedented series of floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
wildfires and other natural disasters. 

 
 This year alone, we have had record flooding on the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 

and other rivers in the Midwest and Northeast, devastating tornados in the South, 
wildfires in the South and West, and now Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.  
The Commerce Department estimates that there have been ten disasters this year 
that each caused over $1 billion in damage and Hurricane Irene is one of those ten 
major storms.  Since January 1, the President has issued disaster declarations in 48 
states, and the hurricane season is not yet over. 

 
 Even though the federal government has long provided assistance after natural 

disasters like this one, some are willing to slow down relief efforts in order to score 
political points.   

 
 This is a recipe for gridlock, and it's just plain wrong. 

 
 That is why many Republican governors from Irene-affected states—such as 

Governor McDonnell from Virginia and Governor Christie from New Jersey—have 
blasted attempts to politicize disaster aid.  And that is why six Republican Senators 
joined Democrats in voting to proceed to disaster relief last night.   

 
 Our number one goal should be to deliver help to our fellow Americans as quickly as 

possible, not play politics with much-needed rescue efforts.   
 

 
 
 



BACKGROUND 
 
In February, the President requested $1.8 billion in disaster funding in his FY 2012 budget request.  On 

June 2, the House of Representatives passed its Homeland Security Appropriations bill, H.R. 2017, which 

included $3.65 billion for FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund.  That is nearly double the $1.8 billion the 

Administration initially requested for FY 2012.  On September 7, the Senate Appropriations Committee 

passed the FY 2012 Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which included $6 billion in disaster relief.  The 

Senate’s version, which was adopted before the White House made its supplemental request, provides $2.3 

billion in disaster relief above the House-passed bill. 

 

On September 9, the President requested $500 million in emergency supplemental money for FY 2011 to 

replenish the Disaster Relief Fund, as well as an additional $4.6 billion on top of his initial request of $1.8 

billion for FY 2012 in disaster assistance. 

 

In just the last two weeks, FEMA has spent $365 million from the Disaster Relief Fund for Hurricane Irene 

and other disasters.  As of September 15, FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund has only $351 million for the 

remainder for FY 2011.  When the Disaster Relief Fund falls below the $800 million threshold, it operates 

on an immediate needs funding basis.  As a result, FEMA has temporarily suspended approving new 

applications for aid and reconstruction for all past disasters.  The agency is now dangerously close to 

running out of money, potentially one week prior to the end of the fiscal year.  Currently, forty states and 

three territories have over $387 million of disaster recovery projects on hold as a result of the lack of 

funding. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

 Leader Reid’s Disaster Supplemental provides $6.9 billion in disaster relief funding.  

 

 For Fiscal Year (FY) 2011, the bill provides $804 million in emergency funding.  That includes $500 
million as requested by the President for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 
Disaster Recovery Fund and $304 million is for the Corps of Engineers. 
 

 For FY 2012, the Supplemental provides $6.1 billion to continue ongoing recovery efforts and to 
respond to recent disasters.   
 

 Included in the Supplemental is $5.1 billion for the Disaster Relief Fund, as requested by the 
President -- $500 million as an emergency supplemental for FY 2011 and $4.6 billion for FY 2012. 

 
 The bill also provides $1.349 billion for the Corps of Engineers.  Of that, $304 million is for 

emergency FY 2011 spending and $1.045 billion for FY 2012. 
 

 The supplemental provides $266 million in FY 2012 funding to the Department of Agriculture 
through the Emergency Conservation Program ($78 million), the Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program ($139 million), and the Emergency Forest Restoration Program ($49 million). 
 

 Also included in the Supplemental is $135 million in FY 2012 funding for Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) grants to assist communities affected by major natural disasters in 2011 to 
rebuild damaged and destroyed infrastructure. 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/budget_amendments/supp_amendment_09092011.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/budget_amendments/supp_amendment_09092011.pdf


 The Supplemental also provides $100 million in FY 2012 funding for Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG) to help communities that have been affected by disasters in 2011. 

 

 

 

OPEN FEMA DISASTER PROJECTS BY STATE 
  

STATE OPEN DISASTERS Including  
   

Alabama 13 2011 tornadoes, 
Hurricanes Katrina, 

Gustav, Ike  

Alaska 11 2011 flooding 

Arizona 6 2010 severe storms 

Arkansas 21 2011 tornadoes 

California 19 2011 tsunami, 2010 
earthquake,  

Colorado 1 2008 severe storms 

Connecticut 4 2010 flooding 

Delaware 1 2010 severe winter storms 

District of Columbia 2 2010 severe winter storms 

Florida 21 Hurricane Floyd, Ivan, 
Frances, Jeanne, Katrina, 

Wilma, Gustav 

Georgia 12 2011 tornadoes 

Hawaii 7 2011 tsunami 

Idaho 4 2011 flooding, landslides 

Illinois 14 2008 2010 2011 severe 
storms, flooding 

Indiana 14 2011 tornadoes 

Iowa 14 2010 winter storms, 2011 
flooding 

Kansas 18 2011 tornadoes 

Kentucky 21 2011 tornadoes, 2008 and 
2010 flooding 

Louisiana 18 2011 flooding, Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav, Ike 

Maine 9 2010 and 2011 storms and 
flooding 

Maryland 4 2010 winter storms 

Massachusetts 7 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms 

Michigan 3 2008 severe storms 

Minnesota 16 2010 severe storms, 2011 
tornadoes 

Mississippi 19 2010 severe storms, 
flooding and Hurricane 

Katrina 

Missouri 21 2010 severe storms, 2011 
tornadoes 



Montana 6 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms 

Nebraska 18 2010 severe storms and 
2011 tornadoes 

Nevada 4 2008 severe storms 

New Hampshire 10 2010 winter storms 

New Jersey 11 2010 severe storms and 
flooding 

New Mexico 8 2010 severe storms  

New York 19 2010 severe storms, 9/11 

North Carolina 13 2010 severe storms, 2011 
tornadoes 

North Dakota 17 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms 

Ohio 8 2008 severe storms 

Oklahoma 29 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms and tornadoes 

Oregon 7 2011 severe storms, 2011 
tsunami 

Pennsylvania 8 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms 

Rhode Island 2 2010 severe storms 

South Carolina 6 Hurricane Floyd 

South Dakota 15 2010 severe storms 

Tennessee 16 2010 severe storms, 2011 
tornadoes 

Texas 17 Hurricane Katrina, Rita, Ike 

Utah 4 2011 severe storms and 
flooding 

Vermont 10 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms and flooding 

Virginia 7 2010 severe storms, 
Hurricane Isabel 

Washington 9 2009 and 2010 severe 
storms 

West Virginia 8 2010 severe storms 

Wisconsin 6 2010 severe storms  

Wyoming 3 2010 and 2011 severe 
storms 

 
 

SUMMARY OF PROJECTS ON HOLD DUE TO IMMEDIATE NEEDS FINANCING 
DECISION AS OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2011 
 

Alaska  $       378,971 
Alabama        7,378,107 
Arkansas        3,659,364 
Arizona           464,032 
California        9,357,469 
Connecticut           176,225 
Florida      65,879,997 



Georgia        2,698,257 
Guam         2,205,346 
Hawaii           322,892 
Iowa       67,500,580 
Illinois         2,930,339 
Indiana        1,173,802 
Kansas        1,596,523 
Kentucky        3,405,166 
Louisiana      55,534,418 
Massachusetts          256,659 
Maine              73,640 
Minnesota               7,334 
Missouri        4,259,033 
Mississippi      69,992,729 
Montana        4,093,487 
North Carolina            92,517 
North Dakota      17,596,388 
Nebraska        1,373,076 
New Hampshire          129,251 
New Jersey        1,293,220 
New Mexico             88,333 
New York        3,343,581 
Ohio                      286,364 
Oklahoma      10,947,565 
Oregon               8,831 
Pennsylvania           577,858 
Puerto Rico        1,952,676 
Rhode Island             80,300 
South Dakota          470,895 
Tennessee      37,277,063 
Texas         5,153,160 
Utah            765,107 
Virgin Islands          220,229 
Vermont           734,275 
Washington        1,028,188 
West Virginia           477,992 

$387,241,239 
 


